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JC RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Paper 533/02 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

 

Generally, the performance for the candidates in this examination was fair. The examination/paper 

was well structured as it was able to assess all three domains of the subject, namely Knowledge, 

Understanding, Interpretation and Evaluation. Candidates recorded scores ranging from 01 to 56 

out of 60 marks.  

 

Almost all students were able to finish the examination, an indication that the time allocated for 

the paper was enough. This year’s examination had candidates who could not attempt a whole 

question hence losing all 15 marks. The issue of candidates using bulleting when answering 

questions continues to be a challenge as well as the use of WhatsApp language. Candidates are 

therefore discouraged from such. Teachers are urged to discourage students from using whatsapp 

language. 

 

Examiners observed that candidates were able to access knowledge based questions and also 

demonstrated a slight improvement on the evaluation part. However, there were serious concerns 

on the part of Understanding and Interpretation based questions. Also, it was observed that most 

candidates could not analyse/interpret questions correctly. 
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COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC QUESTION 

 

Question 1 

 

(a) (i)  What was the message from the voice that cried in the wilderness?  [4] 

This question was not well done. Most candidates did not attempt this part of the question. 

The candidates who responded to the question gave wrong responses such as; Giving the 

message of Moses at Mount Sinai; Those who were able to recognize the source as that 

of John the Baptist were narrating the message of Angel Gabriel to Zachariah; The baptism 

of Jesus by John the Baptist; The warnings of John the Baptist to the multitudes, soldiers 

and tax collectors.  

The expected responses were: Repent for the kingdom of God is at hand; prepare the way 

for the Lord/Messiah; Make a straight in the desert a highway for our God; Every valley 

shall be raised; Every mountain and hill shall become level; Glory of God shall be revealed, 

and all people will see it together, the mouth of God has spoken. 

 

     (ii) How did the people respond to the message of the voice?  [2] 

This part of the question was poorly done. Some of the wrong responses given by the 

candidates were; ‘they did as per the voice’, ‘they were shocked’, ‘they ran away’, ‘they 

cried’, ‘they thought he was mad’.  

The expected responses were: They confessed their sins; They were baptized as a sign 

that they have turned away from their sins. 

 

(b) (i)  Who Prophesied that there will be a voice crying in the wilderness?  [1] 

This question was not well done. Candidates gave wrong responses such as: Angel 

Gabriel; Elijah, Moses, God, Samuel, Zechariah. 

The expected response was: Prophet Isaiah. 

 

     (ii) What advice did John the Baptist give to the groups who asked him what they    

          should do?   [4] 

 

This question was fairly done. Candidates who were able to identify the different groups 

gave the correct advice, with a few who happened to confuse the messages. Those who 

did not know the message gave responses such as: ‘put your socks and smear ash’, 

‘remove your sandals for this place is holy’, ‘the child to be born is holy’, ‘repent for the 

kingdom of God is coming’.  
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The expected responses were: Multitudes: He who has two coats let him share with him 

who has none and let him who has food do likewise; Soldiers: Rob no one by false 

accusation and be content with your wages; Tax collectors: Collect no more than is 

appointed you. 

 

(c)   Does the message of John the Baptist apply to the people of the 21st Century?  

Give reasons for your answer and show you have thought about different points of 

view.            [4] 

 

Generally, this question was poorly done. Some candidates could not attempt this question 

opting to leave blank spaces. Candidates who did not know the message of John had 

difficulty responding to this question. Some failed to take a stand which put them at a 

disadvantage of achieving the top level marks. Others confused the points of argument after 

taking their stands. Exceptions were those candidates who referred to the 21st Century as a 

past era.  

 

The expected responses were: YES: unconfessed sins in their lives can hinder them from 

seeing the Lord; They need to repent of their sins and turn away from them; in order to receive 

forgiveness of sins. NO: John’s message focused on the first coming of Jesus not the second 

coming; repentance is of no concern as they believe in salvation by God’s grace; people 

concerned with deliverance, miracles, prosperity. Common wrong responses given, YES: it 

applied because people believe in witchcraft; NO: people are concerned about their own 

things, People are thugs. 

 

Question 2 

 

(a) (i)  Describe any four uses of the Holy Bible.   [4] 

 

This question was fairly done. The tendency in this question was for candidates to list the 

uses of the Bible instead of describing them as per the demand of the question. Other 

candidates opted for numbering and bulleting when giving their responses which put them 

at a disadvantage of achieving the top level marks.  

 

The expected responses were: Christians use the Bible for teaching about the will and 

commands of God; rebuking, correction, training in righteousness, handling different life 

situations; for instruction; strength; meditation; admonition. 
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     (ii) Name any one type of literature found in the Bible.  [1] 

 

This question was well done. Few candidates were unable to give the expected responses. 

They gave responses such as: ‘Torah’, ‘Narratives’, ‘apostles’, ‘Leviticus’, ‘Ketuvim’. The 

expected responses were: History; Epistles; Gospels; Prophets; Apocalyptic 

 

(b) (i)  Explain why Christians believe the Bible is a book inspired by God?  [4] 

 

This question was not well done. Few candidates scored the maximum total in this question 

with most of them scoring half the marks or less. Most of the candidates who did well could 

only state the points without explaining them. Most candidates were able to state that Jesus 

accepted it without giving support. Candidates who gave irrelevant responses 

demonstrated unfamiliarity with the word ‘inspired’. They mentioned the uses of the Bible, 

the creation story and the attributes of God.  

 

The expected responses were: The Bible claims to be a revelation of God; The authority of 

the Bible does not depend on our ability to understand it; Divine truth cannot be compressed 

into the life span of any human being; The authority of the Bible is unchanging as the source 

of moral conduct; Fulfilment of the prophecies in the bible; according to the bible all 

scripture was inspired by God. 

 

     (ii) What are the two main ways by which all scriptures were given by God?  [2] 

 

This question was not well done. Candidates gave irrelevant responses such as: ‘Ten 

Commandments’, ‘parables’, ‘miracles’, ‘Old Testament and New Testament’. 

 

Expected responses were: Direct revelation (by which the actual word of God is recorded 

by the prophets) e.g. spoke to Moses, the Lord came to Isaiah, God spoke to Samuel, Elijah 

and Jeremiah); By inspiration (by which the Holy Spirit guided the prophets as they wrote 

and thus the prophets wrote the divine truth) 

 

(c) Do you think Christians today should just focus only on the New Testament and not the        

Old Testament? Give reasons for your answer and show you have thought about 

different points of view.  [4] 

 

This question was not well done. Most candidates did not understand the question properly. 

They simple unpacked what is contained in the Old Testament on one side as well as what is 

found in the New Testament on the other side without making any comparison. As a 

consequence, they could not achieve top level marks.  

 

The expected responses were: YES: Today God speaks through his son therefore the O.T. is 

for people in the time past; They do not need the O.T. because it is a dead ministry NO: The 

Bible is just one book and the unifying theme is Christ; the O.T. prepares for the N.T. both in 
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type or prophecy; Both books were inspired by God Candidates who gave top level responses 

said, YES: Christians should focus on the New Testament because it teaches us about the 

birth, mission and death of their savior Jesus Christ NO: they should use both Testaments 

because they were all inspired by God.   

 

Question 3 

 

(a) (i)  Describe how the serpent convinced Eve to eat the forbidden fruit.  [4] 

 

This question was fairly done, however some candidates could not recall the conversation 

between Eve and the serpent based on Genesis 3:1 – 4. Other candidates could not recall 

the chronological order of the conversation between Eve and the serpent.  

 

The expected response was: The serpent made Eve to doubt by saying did God say you 

shall not eat any tree of the garden; Eve said that we may eat of the fruit of the tree of the 

garden but not the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden / nor touch it / lest we 

die; The serpent said you will not die; God knows that when you eat it your eyes will be 

opened; You will be like Him /knowing good and evil. 

 

     (ii) What did Adam and Eve lose by eating the forbidden fruit?  [2] 

 

This question was fairly done, however some candidates showed a lack in understanding 

and interpreting the events that took place in the story of the fall of humanity based on 

Genesis 3:1 – 24. Those candidates brought responses such as: ‘they lost their clothes’, 

‘they lost their virginity’ ‘they lost the Edenic covenant’; they lost trust in God.  

 

The expected response was: They lost their innocence. They became sin and shame 

conscious; lost their relationship with God; lost their immortality; lost good life/privilege of 

living in the garden. 

 

(b) (i)  What did Adam and Eve do after eating the forbidden fruit?  [1] 

 

This question was not well done. A majority of the candidates could not recall the action 

done by Adam and Eve after eating the forbidden fruit (based on Genesis 3:7). A popular 

wrong response was that they hid from God.  

 

The expected response was: They tried to cover their guilt and nakedness by some form 

of human effort / they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons. 
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     (ii) Explain why it is important for Christians to always avoid committing sin. [4] 

 

This question was not well done by most candidates. Most candidates mentioned the 

expected responses but failed to support them by atleast drawing examples from the story 

of the fall of humanity and Biblical knowledge.  

 

The expected responses were: It is important because sin separates one from God; Sin 

brings suffering; Sin leads to guilt and shame; Sin leads to death. 

 

(c) With reference to the story of the fall of man, do you think that bad company  

     can make a believer fall into sin? Give reasons for your answer and show you  

     have thought about different points of view.  [4] 

 

This question was fairly done as most of the arguments given by the candidates made a 

reference to the story of the fall of man. However, some candidates could not refer to the story 

of the fall of man in at least one of their arguments which disadvantaged them from achieving 

top level marks.  

 

The expected responses were: YES: bad company can bring bad influence just like the serpent 

was a bad influence to Eve. NO: it depends on one’s character and backbone; it is a matter of 

choice; strong faith in God; integrity. Candidates who gave top level responses said, YES: Eve 

was convinced by the serpent to eat the forbidden fruit which she then gave to Adam to eat. 

NO: Eve did not force Adam to eat the fruit, if Adam saw that it is not right he was not going to 

eat it. 

 

Question 4 

 

(a) (i)  Describe how people should treat each other according to the Bible.  

          (1 Timothy 5:1-2)  [4] 

 

This question was not well done as most candidates gave responses that could not be 

drawn from the given Biblical verse. Candidates gave responses such as: ‘do not judge 

others’, ‘treat each other with honesty’.  

 

The expected responses were: do not rebuke anyone; love one another / love your neighbor 

as you love yourself; do unto others as you would have them do unto you; respect; honour; 

kindness.  
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     (ii) Why is it important for Christians to take care of their relatives especially  

           their own families?  [2] 

 

This question was fairly done, however some candidates gave general responses such as: 

‘charity begins at home’, ‘you will get blessings from the elders and ancestors’, ‘you should 

help them because you will need them tomorrow’, ‘you should help them because they 

raised you up’.  

 

The expected responses were: It is important for Christians to take care of their relatives 

because if they do not it means they have disowned their faith and are worse than an 

unbeliever; Honour your father and mother that it may be well with you and that you may 

live long on the earth. 

 

(b) (i) Give one reason why human life should not be destroyed by anyone.  [1] 

 

This question was well done as most candidates gave the expected response. Very few 

candidates gave irrelevant responses such as: ‘we have to live in harmony with others’.  

 

The expected responses were: life is sacred; human life was created by God for a purpose; 

Life belongs to God; It is a command, ‘thou shall not kill’; Life is a gift from God. 

 

     (ii) Explain two reasons why Christians should help fight poverty.  [4] 

 

This question was not well done because the responses of most candidates focused on 

explaining ‘how Christians should fight poverty’. Irrelevant responses were: ‘they should 

build soup kitchens’, ‘they should form social clubs to fight poverty’.  

 

The expected responses were: human beings are supposed to be productive; Christians 

are obligated to love their neighbours as themselves; God himself is love and has mercy 

on the needy; the salvation of Christians depends on helping the poor and fighting poverty; 

they are saved by faith but faith without works is dead. 

 

(c) Do you think that it is the responsibility of the church to support every widow?   

     Give reasons for your answer and show you have thought about different points of view.

  [4] 

This question was fairly done, however, some candidates demonstrated an uninformed Biblical 

stance in their responses. The responses were: ‘widows should be supported because they 

belong to the church not because it is a command’, ‘widows should not be helped because 

they have bad luck’, ‘God took the husband so He must look after the widow’, ‘every frog must 

jump for itself; they killed their own husbands.  

 

The expected responses were: YES: God cares for everyone, especially the widows who trust 

Him; to emulate Christ NO: The church must not take responsibilities that God has assigned 
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for families; it is not because this would be contrary to the teaching of the Bible about those 

widows who are living for pleasure. Candidates who gave top level responses said, YES: The 

church teaches about love and caring for people so they should do it practically by supporting 

every widow in society. NO: It should not be left to the church but every person must support 

widows as Jesus Christ taught us to love one another.  
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SPECIAL REPORT : RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PAPER 2 (2019) 

 

 

We would like to first thank ECESWA for engaging us as Examiners for 2019. We acknowledge 

the fact that it is a great privilege to be considered for marking. This exercise is so helpful such 

that it makes our teaching so informative. 

 

We also thank ECESWA for providing extra Examiners to speed up the marking process hence 

improve our excellence in our work. 

In this year marking session you provided us with money instead of meals of which some 

appreciated it over the meals, even though it was deposited late in our accounts. 

 A larger section of the RE Examiners humble request that we revert to the old system where we 

were provided with meals over the money. The money came with a lot of challenges and 

inconveniences, in which one have to think about what to eat and where to get the food. That 

exercise of searching for food was so much disturbing and confusing. 

It was also felt that ECESWA should at least pay us our meal allowances after the tax has been 

deducted.  

 

 

  


